The Formation of Modern Israel
     According to the Torah, the founder of the Judaism was the Prophet Abraham. He lived in the city of Ur in Mesopotamia.  Around 2000 B.C.E., Abraham made a covenant with God. If Abraham and his descendents would worship God, God would grant them a new homeland in Canaan. Later, Abraham’s great grandson, Joseph, moved the Jews from Canaan to Egypt.  In 1250 B.C.E., after a 600 year stay in Egypt, the Prophet Moses renewed the covenant. He told the Jews that God would lead them back to Canaan, which would be their “promised land”. By 1000 B.C.E., the Jews had consolidated their hold on Canaan and established the kingdom of Israel under King David. David made the city of Jerusalem his capital. His son, King Solomon ruled over a prosperous land. To thank God, he built a fabulous temple in Jerusalem. 
     Soon after Solomon’s death however in 931 B.C.E., the Kingdom of Israel split into two new kingdoms. The northern Kingdom retained the name of Israel. The southern half became the Kingdom of Judah. In 722 B.C.E., Israel fell to Assyria. The Assyrians punished the Jews of Israel by exiling them to distant parts of their empire. In 587 B.C.E., Judah fell to Chaldea. The Chaldeans destroyed Solomon’s temple. They also exiled the Judeans, who were forced to move to Babylon, the capital city of the Chaldeans. This was the beginning of the Diaspora, the dispersion of Jews around the world.
     The Chaldeans, however, eventually allowed the Judeans to return to Jerusalem in 536 B.C.E. The Judeans immediately rebuilt Solomon’s temple. In 63 B.C.E., the Romans conquered Judah and made it a province. They called the area Palestine. Twice the Jews revolted against Rome. Twice the Jews were defeated. During the first revolt, the Romans destroyed the rebuilt temple. After the second revolt, they punished all the Jews by expelling them permanently from Palestine in 135 C.E. This completed the scattering of Jews begun under the Assyrians.
     Palestine was repopulated under the Romans and their successors, the Byzantinians, with neighboring Greek-speaking peoples. In 636 C.E., Palestine was conquered by Arab Muslim followers of the Prophet Muhammad. After this, most of the population converted to Islam and began to speak only Arabic. Within 150 years, almost the entire population was culturally Arabic. It was to remain so for 1100 years. 
     In the mid-1800’s, Eastern European Jews began to develop a desire to live in Palestine. This was because of the increasing number of riots against the Jews, many of which resulted in massacres. This movement to relocate in Palestine became known as Zionism. In 1882, 7000 Russian Jews moved to Palestine. At the time, Palestine was part of the Ottoman Empire.
     60,000 more Jews followed by 1914. Many of these later ones were Socialists and secular in behavior. The native Arabs were soon unhappy. They greatly feared being displaced in their own homeland and were appalled by the Jews’ blatant disregard for traditional Arab and Muslim ways of life.
     During World War I (1914-1918), the Ottoman Empire joined forces with Germany and Austria-Hungary against the Allies. In an effort to undermine the Ottomans, the British negotiated conflicting deals with both the Arabs and the Jews. In 1915, Britain offered independence to the Arabs if they revolted against the Ottomans. In 1917, in an attempt to get Jewish support against the Ottomans, Britain issued the Balfour Declaration which declared British support for the formation of a Jewish homeland in Palestine. The Arabs assumed the British were supporting the independence of Palestine as an Arab state while the Jews thought they were promising a Jewish state.

    After the war was over, the Arab portions of the Ottoman Empire were divided between Britain and France according to the Sykes-Picot Agreement.  This was done in the Treaty of Sevres in 1920. The Treaty of Sevres was influenced by the mandate system. In this system, more advanced nations would act as guides to newer nations as they prepared for self-government and would be accountable on how they handled these new nations to the newly formed League of Nations. Unfortunately, the system institutionalized European imperialism, as the new nations often were militarily dominated by the Europeans. France was granted mandates over Lebanon and Syria. Great Britain was granted Palestine, Jordan and Iraq. Britain wanted these lands as a safe route to their colonial empire in India. The Arabs in these areas felt betrayed by the Allies for not being united into a single independent Arab nation. They were even more infuriated when it was discovered that the British had also promised Jewish settlers in Palestine an independent Jewish state, something that could not occur if Palestine was to be included in a united Arabia. To make matters worse, the British allowed Jews to continue immigrating to Palestine. In 1919, the first of many Arab riots against the Jews began. Afterwards, Jewish immigration began to slow considerably.
     During the 1920’s and 1930’s, the British tried to appease the Arab majority by restricting the number of Jews allowed to move to Palestine. In the mid-1930’s, however, there was a great increase in the number of Jews moving to Palestine because of the rise of Nazism throughout Eastern Europe. In response to increased Arab and British resistance to this immigration, the Jews began forming radical underground paramilitary forces to attack their enemies.  When World War II ended in 1945, hundreds of thousands of Holocaust survivors wanted to immigrate to Israel. Britain refused them entry because they did not want the Jewish commandos already in Palestine to gain any more followers.
     Despite this, the Jewish commandos began a wave of terrorism against the British. In 1946, they bombed the King David hotel and began killing as many British soldiers as they could. Unable to resolve the situation, the British brought the problem to the newly formed United Nations in 1947. The Arabs wanted a single independent Palestinian state with an Arab majority and a Jewish minority. The Jews did not want to live under the rule of anyone else and asked for the partition of Palestine into separate Arab and Jewish states. The U.N. agreed to the partition partially due to a sense of guilt over the Holocaust. The Arabs rejected the plan outright and began rioting.
     In retaliation, the Jews declared Israel independent in 1948. During the next year, an estimated 800,000 to 900,000 Arabs in Palestine fled to neighboring Arab countries. The Israelis claim that they left due to encouragement from their leaders. The Palestinians claim that they were forced out by Israeli soldiers, noting how the Israelis massacred an entire Arab village at Deir Yassin. 

